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SPEECH OF MR. JOHN L. TAYLOR,
OF OHIO, -
ON THE NEBRASKA QUESTION.

Housk or RepresExTaTIVES, APRIL 26, 1854,
. The House being in Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union—

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, said : Mr. Chairman, if there
has ever been a time, during my short political life, when
1 appeared before & committee of this House with some
reluctance, and with much hesitaney, it is upon this ce-
casion ; because I shall feel it wo be my duty, in the
course of the remarks which I may make, to recur to
some other subjects than that which has principally en-
grossed the attention of Congress during the last four or
five months, I shall, however, be constrained, from the
fact that 1 occupy & very humble place upon the Com-
mittee on Territories—being one of the two Whigs among
the nine members of that committee—to refer for 4 few
moments to that exeiting question. In doing this 1 wish,
at the outset, to disclaim any personal ill-feeling towards
any member of this committee, and to declarethat I have
no other than kind and fraternal feelings towards every
section of this Union. Though I stand Lere as a Repre-
sentative of the State of Obio, I feel that I am bound to
discharge my duty as s Representative of the whole
Upion; and I would resign my seat if I could lose sight
of my national obligation.

4 1 regret, Mr. Chairman, that I am constrained, by the
duty which I owe to my constituents, as well as that
which I owe to myself, to speak at all upon this subject.
1 have sat here for nearly five months listening to the
speeches of a distracted (ongress—distracted by a acc-
tional guestion, by whom introduced seems yet to be dis-
puted. Wo heard it asserted, as early as the 26th of Ja-
nuary last, by gentlemen on the other side of the House
who are supporters of the Administration, not that they
knew it was introduced by the Administration, but that
they believed this Territorial orgapic bill to be an Admin-
istration measure. And here, instead of progressing with
the subjects of legislation on our calendar which the people
demand at our hands, and endeavoring to discharge our
duty first to the people and then to the administrators of
the Government, we are tied down day after day by
sectional question, which, as a Whig member of this
Cusresa.‘} disclaim Laving any part in introducing here;
mor do I believe that the party to which I belong first
instigated or encouraged its introduction.

Sir, this theme for agitation was not introduced into
Congress by the Whig party of the United States. Ihave
200 much respect for that party, to which I belong, to
believe that they would ever have instigated the introduc-
tion of & guestion involving a sectional issue which, in
my humble judgment, far transcends any question which
has occupied the attention of the Congress of the United
Btates gince 1820. The great question which then agi-
tated this country for three years, and-to adjust which
and to save the Union brought into requisition all the ta-
lents, experience, and wisdom, all the conciliation and
kindness of feeling, all the desire for a sacrifice of sec-
dional prejudice of the great men who lived at that day,
is now revived. And by whom is it revived? I am not

prepared to stand here and utter denuncistions against | 4

the Senater from Illinois, (Mr. Douvcras,) the chairman
of the Committee on Territories, who introduced this bill
in the Senate, and for which he has been hung in effigy
and denounced all over the country. I do not impute to
him the sole responsibility ; but I think that he should
share it with other eminent men far beyond him in poli-
tical experience and of greater wisdom who advocated
this measure in the Senate, who bhave advocated it with
a zeal and sbility far superior to that manifested by the
Senator from [llinois himself, Nor do I upbraid him for
his aspirations to the Presidency. Nor do I make the
charge that the President of the United States and his
Cabinet brought this measure officially before Congress.
They have not officially done so; for we bave had no offi-
cial communications upon that subject.

I shall endeavor presently to show some reasons for the
belief I entertain that this bill for the organization of
Nebraska and Konsas was an Administration measure, in-
troduced here for the purpose of reviving a crumbling,
falling, and distracted Administration; nay, if possible,
to infuse new life and vigor into it, so as to command,
in some degree, the confidence of its own party and the
country. The gentlemen who introduced these bills into
the House of Representatives are to take their due share
only of any odium which may attach to them. If there
be one consideration which would induce the House of
Representatives of the United States to stand up, as it
‘were, ns one man, against the measure, it should be the
idea that the Administration, to be.siistained, must carry
this measure in this House, either by persuasion or by
the denunciations and threats of their regular organs, As
a representative of a free people, wishing to preserve the

owers, the privileges, and immunities of this body, and,
ike the great man from Missouri, (Mr. Bextox,) who de-
lighted us yesterday with Lis examination of the history
of this great question, and denounced the impropriety of
bringing it forward now to disturb the great compromise
of 1820, I stand up for the powers, privileges, and immu-
nities of this House, * as the master branch of the Ameri-
can Government.” The business is now reversed. When
the fathers of the Republic huilt up this Government and
framed its: Constitution they designed that the judicial,
legislative, and executive powers of the Government
should be as independent of each other as possible.

From a small nation of three or four millions we have
grown to be twenty-tive millions, and have advanced in
prosperity, wealth, power, and greatness far beyond the
expectations of those who framed the Goverament. We
have increased in territorial extent, in population and
wealth, until our glorious country has become a great
Republie, which commands not ouly the admiration of
our own people but of the whole world.

The powers of these respective departments of the Gov-
ernment have not kept equa! pace with each other during
our progress as a nation. Thank Heaven, the judicial
branch of the country yet stands in all its purity, majes-
ty, and power, and construes our legislation with justice
and equity,

The legislative power of the country has been, in a
great degree, in my humble judgment, overshadowed by
the Executive authority of the nation, xo matter in what
hands that authority has falien. For myself, I am inde-
pendent of all Presidents, never having received special
favors from any of them, never having sought any, and
never expecting any. Dut I do say that as Representa-
tives of an intelligent and patriotic pecple, representing
here & pact of the sovereign power of this country, I do
say that we, the legislative power, ought to scorn and
look down with contempt upon any effort made, either
through a politieal organ or an official communication, to
drive the Representatives of the people from the due
course of legislation or tu divert them from the proper
subjects of legislation to sectional questions, either now
or in all time to come.

This question, Mr. Chairman, has paralyzed us in the
legisiation of the country. This is the 20th day of April,
and yet we bave not got through the first page of the
calendar, It is with difficulty thut we effect the passage
of any appropriation bill; and the deficiency bill has not
yet finally passed the House or Senate. On the 20th of
January last, when the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
8xiru) was upon the foer, Le said in his place that be
believed this very measure which excites the whole na-

tion was an Administration measure: or, in other words,
that he belieced that the Administration was a unit in re-
spect to it. I epesk of it us I understood him. I bave
looked at his speech this morning: and I thiok that he,
on that oceasion, nsserted his belief that. the Administra-
tion was & unit in favor of this measuyre, This was ns
early as the 26th of January, and here we stand to-day
with a mass of business staring usin the face

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman from
Ohio permit me to mnke an explanation here

Mr. TAYLOR. With great pleasure.

Mr. SMITH., What I stated was that 1 believed that
the Administration was a unit,

'}]Ir. TAYLOR. So I bave represented you as baving
said.

Mr, BMITH. Baut I did not say that any improper in-
fluences were attempted to be used by the Admiuistratign
in favor of the meas=ure.

Mr. TAYLOR., Nordid I attribute any such state.
ment to you, What I a¢sert bere iseimply this: that
that gentleman, high in the confitence of his party, dis-
tinguished for his devotion to the Administration and
for his admiration of our present President, suid here, on
the 2Gth of January last, that he believed this to be an
Administration measure, and that all good Democrats
thould support that measure, and, in doing #o, support
the Administration,

And what do we also fiad in.the Union newspaper of
this city on the Oth of February ! Idonotknow whether
that paper iz the organ of the Administration, or whether
the Administration bas any organ. But the Union is
generally considered to be the official organ of the present
Administration; and, at all events, its editor at that
time was the public printer to this House, and was sus-
tained by a large Democrstic majority here ns such prin-
ter. 1do not mean to refer to any thing improper; and
ghould I happen to do so I would be most bappy on all
occasions to retract whatever 1 might not have been
jastified in saying. 1find in the Union of the date I have
mentioned an editorial article to this cffect, or rather, 1
should say, & quotation from the Detroit Free Press, in
which I find the words which I will quote. It is under
the head of * Renewal of Slavery Agitation :"

“ Tha Territorial bill reported by Mr. Douglas is an Adinin-
istration measure. Every true Democrat and every truc patriot
in Comgress will vote for it. It seta at roat forever the vexa-
tious slavery difficulty. It defines the powers of the General
Government and of the pe
them by the plainest prineiples of the Constitation,

It pro-

<luiwe that the doetrines advocated by Lewis Cass in 1848

le of the Territories, squaring

are right. Tt erecte a platform upon which the Democratio
ﬁm!;‘of avery Mcl.i.nnl:!lh stand, and will stand. It is a test
that will determine who are patriots snd who are sectionalists.
That was introduced by an elaborate editorial, in which
I find this sentence : o
% But we do not eare to repeat the argumen o prin-
ciples of the compromise of 1850 superseded those of the
Missouri compromise. If the speoch of Judge Douglas does
not carry convietion on this point wherever it is read and
studied, we may woll distrust our ability to make the argu-
ment more conclusive. We are perfectly willing to mest the
question on its merits uhs n?[ :;lginal pl::;p:fg?nisﬂad?:
intai inciple that @ o0m
pmaiiiarrty S Y il:.'l.lght to have doue #0, and that

not repeal that of 1520,
there t!:n be no better time thun the present to finish the

work."”

Now, Mr. Chairman, what are we Whigs to believe
from this, we who are in & miuority upon tloor, but
uot in o very small minority in the country, ir? Are
we not to take the statement made in the official paper of
the Administration—for such it is regarded by members
Lere, snd by men every where, and by the declaration of
the friends of the Administration upon this _ﬂonr—‘thnt‘ it
is an Administration measure? The testimony would
seem to be conclusive ; and yet I do not undertake to say
that the President has introduced this measure in our
halls of legislation; but from these statements I believe
it is an Administration measure, nnt ax_clulwely so, for
eminent gentlemen of both parties, in this and the other
branch of Congress, desire not to be babind their politi-
cal friends in advocating what they consider to be great
fundamental righ'ta—" non-intervention,’” *squatter soy-
ereiguty,” the right of twenty, fifty, or a few hundred
peaple in & new Territory of the United States to govern
themselves. Hence we find that they are ambitious to
vie with each other in making splendid orations in up-
holding these principles.

Nor do I complain as some of my friends and as others
do of gentlemen for having aspirations for the I'residency
and for making this a stepping-stone to that end. Sir,
¢tjt is an aid to genius to have great objects in view."”
It is the right of every man in this country, every citizen
of the United States who has the constitutional qualifica-
tions, to aspire to that high office, although Lknow the
people very naturally look to the higher prmch of the
National Legislature, the Senate of the United States, for
a candidate for the Presidency. I heardit remarked a
short time since, facetiously remarked, that there were in
that body not legs than forty of them ; yet 1 do wot be-
lieve that all the wise men of the nation are confined to
the Senate of the United States, 1 see many men before
me in this hall who would make as good Presidents as
we have had for the last twenty years, snd who would
uphold the Constitution of the United States with quite
as much ability, and with ns much success for the l.mpp.:-
ness of the people of the country, as any geantleman in
the Senate.

Nor would I confine aspirations to the Presidency to
gentlemen in this or the other branch of the Congress of
the United States. There are very many men in private
life eminently qualified, who would, if elected to that high
office, fulfil its duties with credit to themselves and with
advantage to the best interests of this country. 1 believe
that for the future it would be the wiser course for both
parties of the country to select some retired, unambitious,
intelligent patriot and experienced man as their candi-
ate, respectively, to take the Chief Executive chair, and
thus put an end to this canvassing for the Presidency by
members of Congress.

1 bave been led into these preliminary and desultory
remarks because I know that no matter how I may speak
upon this question I shall be set down as one of those
Northern agitators who go against the Nebrasks bill and
as anti-slavery in my opinions. Dut my past history in
the Congress of the United States might be referred to
by me—yet others may judge for themselves—to show that
my action here, as a member of Congress, has been as
national, a8 conservative, and indicating as patriotic a
disposition to do justice to the South and to the North as
that of any man in publie life.

And, sir, I come back now to say a few words upon
what I consider the importance of this question; an im-
portance which, in my humble judgment, transcends that
of all the compromises which have been adopted since
the settlement of the eompromises of the Constitution
itself. , The compromises of the Conmstitution were the
fruit of the revolution, and were adopted by the men
who fought in the revolution. They were compromises
upon the subjects of taxation, representation, and slave-
ry; and, as was well remarked by the honorable gentle-
man from Missouri (Mr. Bexrox) yesterday, the ordi-
nance of 1787 was adopted about the same time, by many
of the same men, in the same spirit. upon the same great
questions. The compromise of 1820, called the Missou-
ri compromise, which it is now sought to break down, was
also oue of the same character for its nationality, for its
great importance, and for its having been settled in the
same spirit by the men, the eminent men of the nation
who were in public life at that day.

The compromises of 1850 were also of tha same cha-
racter, growing out of questions connected with new ter-
ritory which we had acquired from Mexico by war and
by purchase, They were settled by the most eminent
men of the country, and I may add happily settled, in a
manner which met the approval of the two great parties
of the country as a finality, as o final settlement of the
slavery agitation.

It was then remarked by Mr. Webster that these com-
promises comprehended every inch of territory not dis-
posed of by previcus legislation. And now, Mrn Chair-
man, what is it proposed to do on this oecasion? Notto
make another compromise; not to settle any great vexed
question forced upon us by any great national emergen-
cy; nothing of this sort; but we have a proposition to
break down a great national compromize,

8ir, I eall upon my Southern brethren—and I rejoice
to speak of them as such—to adhere to this compromise,
and not allow themselves to yield to the seductions of
power in an attempt to break down settled principles of
national legislution which for more than thirty years
have given pesce and quiet to the country.

Mr. Chairman, the proposition now brought forward
by men not confined to either politieal party is to break
down a great compromise made by such men as Clay,
Lowndes, Pinkney of Maryland, Pinckney of South Caro-
lina, and others of the great and eminent men of the na-
tion. It is proposed to break down this ecomprowise
which has existed for thirty-odd years, and which has
given peace and harmony to the country and the pros-
perity consequent thereupon. DBut, sir, suppose this
measure passes, will it stop agitation? I speak as one
of the conservative members of this body, disposed at
all times to do justice to all sections of the Union, and,
ag such, I say that in my humble judgment if you repeal
this Missouri compromise it will be bhut setting an exam-
ple, a precedent by which all the other compromises
may be repealed. You will place it in the power of fu-
ture Congresses to necomplish that end, dependiog sole-
ly upon their patriotism and good sense to repeal them
or not.

Mr. Chairman, for myself I wish to stand by the com-
promiges of 1850. They did not supersede or repeal that
of 15820, I voted for them, or at least for the greatest
portion of them. My own comstituency, putriotic and in-
telligent as any in th® country, desire to stand by those
compromises; and the great politieal party of which I
am n member, in the North as well as in the South, in my
humble judgment, desire to stand by them. The great
body of the men id the North of both parties, in my epi-
pion, stand pledged to abide by and maiutain the compro-
mises of 1850 ns well as that of 1520. But repeal that
of 1820 and you will absclve them from all pledges inre-
ference to others. Do this, and you have no right to ex-
pect adherence from them to any others,

Mr, Chairman, I regret at this late hour of the day to
be compelled to trespass on the attention of this commit-
tee; but they will bear in mind that I have during the
present session of Congress occupied but little of their
time. I am constrained by the duty which I owe my
constituenty and myself to define my opinions and posi-
tion on this great qnestion, now engaging universal atten-
tion. [ regret to be compelled to do go, becnuse 1 find
un the ealendar a list of bills to which 1 wish to referin
the course of my remarks, in order to show the country
what we have hefore us, and why we are prevented at-
tending to the legitimate legislation of the country,

The Lill before ns—and 1 believe that the Senate and
Houee bills are pretty much the same—proposes to or-
| ganize two Territories, Nebraska and Kansas, in the ter-
| ritory which has heretofore been called Nebraska; all that
| country hounded on the east by Iowa and Missouri, on
| the south by 46° 307, on tiie west by the Rocky Moun-
| tains, or by Washington, Oregon, and Utah, and on the
| north by the Dritish line—a territory twelve times as large
08 Ohio.  The boundaries of the Territories are defined,

| nnd the provisions of the bill are such as are usually in-
| !ru.Lhi._.u-_l iuto Territorial bills, with the exception of that
in relntion to the repenl of the Missouri compromise and
some reservations in regard to Indian rights.

I have four pr hjeetions to the bill on the calen-
dar now in the Cowmmittee of the Whole on the state of
the Unian, First, s not think it necessary at the present
timie that any such bl shopld pazs. Why ! Decause, as
was stated by tho_gcn:ﬁe-m.m from Missouri, (Mr. Bexrox,)
we h‘sve no petitions from the North, we have none from
the South, for the ercction of these Territories with the
proposition 1o repeal the Missouri ecompromize. We had,
in fact, when this Lill wns introduced, mo petition from
any people living in that country to form a government
there. The best part of it was [ndian country, ccoupied
by no whites, except those permitted to go there ns In-
dian agents, traders, &c., as authorized by law. In fact,
I think that the gentlemen of the committee of which I
am & member will bear me out when [ eay, that, when
we oame first to consider this hill, thers was no petition,
nothing but the bill introduced by my friend from Mis-
souri, (Mr. MiLuer,) referred to us for consideration.
Some time after we Lad that bill under consideration
there was a petition sent to us from two individuals—two

Mr. Johnsons, Whether they wished to be Governors of
Nebraska and Eansas 1 canunot say, That bill of m
friend from Missouri (Mr. MitLen) was the one W
passed the last Congress. It contained no reference
whatever to the Missouri oa:'ml.n. There was in it
no proposition of repeal. I said at the time, if [ could
consistently with my duty, I should wote to &a:s it
through this House again. I voted for the bill at the last
session, rather from representations of the gentleman
from near that country than any o ty I had to
examiue its provisions. ButI voted with gentlemen
from the North and South, some of them now here.
Maoy of them voted for the bill as introduced by Mr.
HavrL, of Missouri, and reported by the chairman of the
Committee on Territories, (Mr. Ricmamvsos.) No gen-
tleman objected then to the want of a proposition in that
bill to repeal the Missouri compromise ; and it was assert-
ed here at a late period of the session that the rights of
the Indians were sufficiently protected, sud I voted for it
with that understanding. The bill was to organize one
Territory under the name of Nebraska, , I confess I had
no time to read the provisions of that bill, or to examine
the necessity of action upon the subject at that time.
Like many other bills which are n Congress,
we have to vote on them according to what light we can
get, and trust to our constituencies to approve Sur action
afterwards, That is my first objection,

My second objection is, that I am not salisfied with the pro-
posed boundaries. 1 understand that it is proposed to
make the southern boundary at the 87th degree of north

I will read to the committee s of the plan proposed
by Messrs. Jefferson, Chase, and Howell for the govern-
ment of what was denominated the ** Western Territory”
in 1784:

On the 1st of March, 1784, & committee, consisting of
Mr. Jefferson, of Virginis, Mr. Chase, of Maryland, and
Mr. Howell, of Rhode Island, submitted to Con, the
following plan for the temporary government of the West-

ern Territory:

“ The committee appointed to prepare a plan for the tem-
porary government of the Western Territory have agreed to
the following resolutions : A

# Resolved, That the territory ceded or to be ceded by in-
dividusl States to tbe United Stutes, whenscever the same
ghall have been purchased of the Indian inhubitants wad
offered for sale by the United States, shall bo formed into nd-
ditional States, bounded in the following manner, as nearly
as such cessions will admit; that is to say, northwardly and
southwardly by parallels of latitude, so that each State shall
comprebend from gouth to north two degrees of latitude, be-
ginning to count from the completion of thirty-one degrees
north of the equater; but any territory northwardly of the
forty-seventh degree shall make partof the State next below,
And eastwardly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those
on the Mississippi by that river on one side, and the weridian
of the lowest point of the rapids of the Ohio on the other;
and those lﬁﬂlpn‘;ng on the east by the same meridinn on their
weetern ¢ide, and on their castern by the meridian of the
western cape of the mouth of the Great Kanawhs, And the
territory eastward of this last meridian between the Ohio,
Lake Erie, and Pennsylvania shall be one State,

“That the settlérs within the territory so to be purchased

of the Territory of Utab. That may beabandoned, but I
believe the southern boundary is st the 37th degree. |
Now, if we legislate upon the subject atiall at this time, I
would include in the proposed organization from 36° 807
to the British line. I amopposed to ledving a little strip
of territory for future disputes. |

My third objection is, that to pass a bill new to organize
& Territory including the twenty-three Indian tribes on |
the western frontier wonld be in violation of some of the
treaties with those Indians. The bill of the last session
contained a reservation of all the rights and property of
the Indian tribes. Until I recently examined deliberately
the various treaties heretofore made by the United States
with the twenty-three Indian tribes on the western border
of Missouri and Iowa, I was not aware of the fact that
we had stipulated by treaty—the highestlaw of the land—
that many of these tribes should never be d within the
limits of any State or Territory without their.congent. 8o far |
a5 [ can learn from the report of the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs, that consent has not been given ; and, much
as I should be disposed to organize a %&rﬂtory there, 1
shall be constrained to vote against any bill organizing
such & Territory until the consent of those Indian tribes
has heen obtained, because I believe that by so doing we .
should violate our treaties with the Indians.

Sir, we should observe our treaties wicth the Indian
tribes with as much care and fidelity as we observe those
with foreign nations, We treat them as foreign nations,
and our treaties should be held sa¢red. T may overrate
the importance of this subject, I state these only as pre-
liminary objections, and nat as the principal one. Ishall
come back to the principle of the Missouri compromise,
which, after all, is the great stumbling-block in the way
of this bill and of all other legislation. It seems that
there are four hundred thousand Indiens withio the limits
of the territory of the United Swates. Many tribes reside
on the borders of Missouri aod Iows. The Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs, after having visited this Territo-
ry Inst fall, endeavoring to carry out the resolution of the
last Congress, makes the statement that the Indians were
not willing to treat with us; that they bad no confidence
in the whitg man’s laws; but that he believes clvil gov-
ernment would be for their benefit; and, to use his own
words, that ¢ treaties might be made, if proposed ina
proper way, and made in April or May aext, and submit-
ted to the Senate in time for Congress to establish civil
governments next session,” The Commssioner of Indian
Affwirs says that he could not make treaties with all the
tribes of Indians west of and adjoining Missouri and lowa.
And the fact is well known to Congress and the country
that some of the chiefs of those tribes are now in Wash-
ington holding a conference with the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs, !
In the langusge of Senator Brrr, in an able speech
made in the other branch of the Natiosal Legislature, it
does geem to me that the policy of thiscountry is the po-
licy of extermination towards the Indisn race. You move
them from the States. You got, as the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. Bextox) said yesterday,
Northern men to aid you in approjrinting money fo
change their location, to send them west of the Missis-
sippl. You gave them all permanent homes, and stipu-
lated with some of them that they should never be includ-
ed within the limits of a State or Territory without their
consent, And now you are found here to-day discussing
whether you will legislate them out «f their possessions
before they modify those treaties. Sir, I, for one, will
not consent to it. I will do justice to these Indian tribes
as far as I can. If it is necessary toestablish a civil gov-'
ernment over that portion of our territory, confine it to
the country which is not occupied by the Indians until
you obtain their consent. If it is nscessary for the pur-
pose of the Pacific railrond—the proposed great highway
of the nation—that we should have a portion of the lands
belonging to these tribes, let us obtain those lands by fair
and honest treaties.

Does not our past history admontsh us. that the time
may come when we might be engnged in a foreign war, or

Iatitude, and it was originally pnpm%: take in a part
Al

and offered for sale shall, either on their own petition or on
the order of Congress, receive authority from them, with ap-
pointments of time and place, for their free males of full age
to weet together for the purpose of establishing a temporary
government to adopt the contitation and laws of any one of
theso States, so that such laws nevertheless shall be subject
to alteration by their ordinary Legislature, aml to erecr, sub-
ject to a like alteration, counties or townships for the election
of members for their Legislature.

“ That such temporary government shall only eontinue in
force in any State .until it shall have acquired twenty thou-
gand free inhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to Con-
grees, they shall receive from them authority, with appoint-
ments of time and place, to call a convention of representa-
tives to establish a permanent constitution and government
for themselves: Propided, That both the temporary and per-
manent governments Le established on these principles as
their basis: ?

1, That they shall forever remain a part of the United
Btates of America.

“3. That in their persons, property, and territory they
shall be subject to the Government of the United States in
Congress assembled, and to the Articles of Confederation
lnbjull those cases in which the original States shall be so
subject. \

“3. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the Federal
debts, contructed or to be contrasted, to be apportioned on
them by Cungress according to the same common rule and

! measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on

the other States.

4 4. That their respective governments shall be in republi-
can forms, and shall adwit no person to be o citizen who holds
any hereditary title.

* %5, Thatafter the year 1800 of the Christian era there shall
be ncither slavery nor involuntury servitude in any of the
said States, otherwise than in punishment of crimes whereot
the party shall have been duly convicted to have been per-
sonally guilty.

“That whenever any of the said States shall have of free
inhabitants as many ax shall theo be in any one of the least
numerous of the thirteen original States, each State shall be
admitted by its Delegutes into the Congress of the United
States on an equal footing with the said original States, after
which the nseeht of two-thirds of the United Stutes in Con-
Eruu aszembled shall be requisite in all those cases wherein,

y the Confederation, the nsgent of nine States is now reqguir-

d ; provided the consent of nine States to such admission may

¢ obtained aceording to the eleventh of the-Articles of Con-
federation, Until such admission by their Delegutes into
Congress, any of the said States, after the establishment of
their temporary government, shall have authority to keep a
sifr.tin wember iu Congress, with a right of debating, but not
of voting.

“That the territory northward of the forty-fifth degree,
that is to say, of the completion of forty-five degrees from the
equator and extending to the Lake of the Woods, shall be
called Sylvaniu ; that of the territory under the forty-fifth and
forty-fourth degrecs, that which lies westward of Lake Michi-
gan, shall be called Michigania ; and that which is eastward

" thereof, within the peninsula formed by the lakes and waters

of Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, shall be called Che-
ronesus, and shall include any part of the peninsula which
may extend above the forty-fifth degree. Of the territory
under the forty.third and forty-second degrees, that to the
westward, through which the Assenisipi or Rock river runs,
shall be called Assenisipia ; and that to the exstward, in which
are the fountains of the Muskingum, the two Miamies of the
Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, the Miami of the Lake, and
the Sandusky rivers, shall bo called Motropotomia, Of the
territory which lies under the forty-first and forticth degrees,
the western, through which the river Illinois runs, shall be
called Nllinoia; that next adjoining, to the eastward, Sarato
ga; and’ that between this last and Penneylvania, and ex-
tending from the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Wash-
tngton, OFf the territory which lies under the thirty-ninth and
thirty-eighth degrees, to which ghall be added so much of the
point of land within the fork of the Ohio and Mississippi as
lies under the thirty-seventh degree, that to the westward,
within and adjacent to which are the confluences of the rivers
Wabash, Shawanee, Tanisce, Ohio, Illinois, Missizsippi, and
Migsouri, ghall be called Polypotamia ; and that to the east-
ward, farther up the Ohio, otherwise called the Pelisipi, shall
be called Pelivipia.

“That all the preceding articles ghall be formed into a char-
ter of compact, shall be daly executed by the President of the
United States, in Congress nssembled, under his hand and the
seal of the United States, shall be promulgated, and ghall

become embroiled in some civil insurrection at home, or | stand as fandamental conditions between the thirteen original
some domestic trouble, when some great Indian chieftain | States and those newly described, unalterable but by the joint
like Tecumseh, who, with great power and eloquence, | consent of the United States in'Congress assembled and of

would rouse up the indignation of the whole savage tribes |
against our Westerng borders, and which would give us
more difficulty to setfle than twenty Florida wars? Te-
cumsehs are not unfrequently found among these savage
tribes—men of power and eloquence, capable of success-
fully resisting wrong and injustice, fearless and brave,
who would unite all the tribes on our Western border, and |
who would rather eacrifice every man in their nation than
gubmit to be exterminated by the white race. With such
people as these we do not wish to act unjustly. If neces-
sary, we should endeavor to modify our treaties with
them, and then pass a bill to organize the territory which
they inhabit, and which surrounds them; but we should
first obtain their lands from them fairly and honestly,
This is my third objection to the bill for the organization
of this Territory.

I recur again to the fourth—I mean the proposition to
repeal the Missouri compromise. The committee are fa-
miliar with the terms of this provision.

The eighth section of the nct to authorize the people of
the Missouri Territory to form a constitution and State
Government, and for the admission of such State into the
Union on an equal footing with the original Btates, and
to prohibit slavery in certain Territories, approved March
G, 1820, is as follows:

See, 8. And be it further enacted, That in all that territory
e+ded by France to the United States, under the name of
Louisiana, which lies north of 36° 30’ north latitude, not inclu-
ded within the limits of the State contemplated by this act, sla-
very or iavoluntary servitude, otherwize than in the punish-
ment of erimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly con-
vieted, shall be and is hereby forever probibited : Provided,
always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom
labor or service is lawiully claimed in any State or Territory
of the United States, such fugitive may f‘w lawfully elaimed
and conveyed to the perspn claiming bis or her labor or ser-
vice ag aluresaid.”

the particular.State within which such alteration is proposed
to be made.”

In that plan to organize that Western Territory Ofhio
was called * Washington.”” There were also eight other
States described by lines of latitudes and limits; butin

! that whole country, in those nine States, the propositien

at that early day was that after 1800 no slavery or in-
voluntary servitude should exist. I know that the nrticle
prohibiting elavery was stricken out subsequently, on
motion of a gentleman from North Carclina, and the or-
dinance went into operation without it for about three
years, and until 1787 ; but in 1787 the ordinance of that
date was adopted, excluding slavery from the Northwest-
ern Territory ; and it was adopted on this great principle
of compromise of the conflicting interests of the two
great sections of the country. It was a wise act at that
day to enter into that compromise.

It was gaid yesterday, Mr. Chairman, by the gentleman
from Missouri, (Mr, BeNrox,) and it was, in my opinion,
rightly said, that the compromise of 1820 was but a con-
tinuation of the same national feeling, the same national
principles that dictated the compromise e:tcndinioth'a
line to the territory which was then known as the Loui-
siana purchase. Sir, without that spirit of compromise
we never would have existed as a nation ; and on looking

over the debates of the Convention which framed the |

Constitution, the Madison papers especially, it will be
seen how the sectional feeling of the men of that day
gave way toaccommodate and harmonize with the various
sections of the Union, and to come upon the same gene-
ral platform on which all the States of the Union might
stand a8 a band of brothers, as a union of Btates, nnda.r
the wise provision of the glorious Constitution of the Uni-
ted States of Ameriea. :

There were but few members of Congress in the Con-
vention which framed the Constitution, Washington was

The provision of the bill I am now discussing, disguise

it ng youmay, is a proposition to repeal this Missouri enm-!
promise, which excludes slavery from all that territory|
north of the line of 20° 30, and which gives the owners of |
slaves the right to reclaim their fugitives from labor. I
desire to adhere to this compromise for the reason before
nssigned, because it wns & compromise passed after three
years' discussion by the greatest minds of this country—
men who had obtained s world-wide reputation, and!
whose names are dear to every patriotic heart ; men who,

it they were now liviog, would Tnj no ruthless hand upon
the compromises of the Constitution; who would not
countenance for a moment any attempt to disturb this
sacred legislution, and thus introduce seetional agitation
to destroy the peace and harmouny of the Union.

" Aspirations for the Presidency may incite men to this.
I do not ohject to any man being an aepirant to that high
office; but noman shallever have my vote, solong as L have
my reason, who would seck to destroy the sacred compro-
mises of the Constitution. And I would hold it almost
as important to preserve the compromise of 1320, which,
with all the surronnding circumstances at the time of its
adoption, and the peace and harmony which ensued there-
upon, and have been preserved thereby for thirty-four
years, make it almost as sacred as the Constitution itself.

I believe, Mr. Chairman, that we have power over these
Territories inregard to the subject of slavery. The Con-
gress of the United States were of opinion, in 1820, that
they had such power. They thought that they had that
power in 1754, ns referred to yesterday by the distinguisgh-
ed gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Bestox.) And I here
take occasion to say that, in one of the first speeches
which 1 had the honor to make in this Hall, in 1848, Tre-
ferred to the original ordinance, penned by Mr, Jefferson
in 1784, which I found in the office of the Secretary of

State, and which I suppose is now on the files there. That
ordinance was reported by a committee consisting of two
gentiemen from the slaveholding States and ¢ne from the
frée States, to wit: Mr. Jefferson, of Virginia, Mr. Chase,
of Maryland,and Mr. Howell, of Rhode Island. And
on that very ordinance. as I stated, the Western Territory,
extending from the 3lst degree of north latitude, the
northern boundary of the Floridas, to the northern line
of the Unijted States, and extending then only to the Mis-
sissippi river, was called the Western Territory, and was
divicrod in that ordinance, thus reported by these three

! ment under whi

there, and others whose names I mighteite; but /is name
was a tower of strength. Sherman was there and Frank-
‘lin was there. Men celebrated in political life in both
the Carolinas and Virginia were there. There were some
thirty-odd or forty in all, who gave us a form of govern-
we have grown up to be a mighty na-
tion, which has become the pride of all American citizens
sud the admiration of the whole world. And all, in my
humble opinion, was based, Mr. Chairman, upon the spi-
rit of compromise, concession, conciliation, and patriot-
ism. If the various sections of the country had stood
upon their own separate interests we never should have
had a Constitution. The same necessity for conciliation
and compromise exists at this day. There is the same
necessity for statesmen who look over the whole country,
sud who rejoice in the prosperity of all the States, who
will not narrow their views to some little sectional point,
to some district which they may happen to represent for
a moment, but which they must cease to rerusent after a
little while; who should look over the whole of this great
country, and should endeavor to comprehend its interests,
vital to human liberty and vital to your own liberty. The
liberty secured by the Constitutionis not licentiousness. It
does not tolerate any of thatlicentiousness, or liberty with-
out law, which some men oceasionally advocate; but the
liberty which is sustained by the American Constitution is
the liberty which was given to us by our revolutionary
fathers—republican liberty, liberty regu'ated by law, the
greatest political blessing ever vouchsafed to man.

Nothing, Mr. Chairman, will disturb this admirable
frame of government but such an effort as is now being
made; and hence I raise my feeble voice against it; and
if it were the last time I should speak in the world, I
would reject the men who want to break down these com-
promises, for they would thereby lead the way, unwit.
ﬁﬁ!ry perhaps, to the destruetion of the glorious Union
i

Washington, who was the President of the Convention
which gave us our Constitution, in that Farewell Address
which I think it would be profitable to the people of the
United States if we were to send it out snnually to them
with our C onal documents, said, in reference to
this geographical discrimination and sectional prejudice,
some of the wisest words which ever fell from human lips.
I will read a clause. He said:

“ It is of infinite moment that yon should properly estimate

gentlemen, into mine States, of most euphonicus and beau-
tiful names, 1 have a copy of the ordinance before me
here, which bas now become a part of the mational

tho immense value of your National Union to your ve
and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial,
habitual, and immoveable attachment to it; accustoming
yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of

history.

your political safety and prosperity ; watching for its proser-

vation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may
suggest even n suspicion thas it can in any event be aban-
doned ; and indigusntly fro upon the first dawning of
every sttempt to alienste of our country from the
rest, or to enfeeble the J which now link together the

“y E:llm ha inducement of sympathy

“ For you bave évery tof -
terest. Citisens, by birth or cholee, of 8 common a:.“’,
that country has a righ .
name of AMERIOAN, which belongs to
eapacity, must always exalt the just pric
than any sppellation derived from loesl discriminations,” #

“In eol the csuses which may distarb our
Union, it ocours, as matter of serious gonoern, that any Ennd
should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geo-
grophical diseriminations—Novthern and Soathern, Atlantic
and Weatern ; whence dulljnlu men may endeavor to excite
a belief thay there is & re di&arenca of loeal interests and
views. One of the expedients of party to acquire inflasnce
within particulsr districts is to misrepresent the opinions and
aims of other distriots. You cannot shield yourselves too
much against the jealousies and heart-burnings which spring
from thege misrepresentations; they tend to remder alien to
each other those who ought to be bound tegether by fraternal
affpction.”

Now, sir, I do not wish to misrepresent any section of
the country; and I am always psined when I see my
friends introduce into their discussion sectional questions
and inflammatory denunciations against any party. I be-
lieve that the great body of all the parties of the coun-
try is patriotic, intelligent, and attached to the Consti-
tution of the United States. I endeavor to avoid de-
nouncing any great party, or suy large section of any
party, as enemies of my country. It was with regret
that I heard my friend from Georgia (Mr. STernexss)and
the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Crixamax) al-
lude in the terms they did to a paper published in this
District, (the National Intelligencer.) I dg not believe
it claims to be the organ of the Whig party, nor do I
know that the Whig party, us a party, claim to have any
particular organ, I regretted to hear my friend from
North Carolina, (Mr. Crixgyay, ) in much the same strain,
when referring to the Northern scction of the Whig party
in this country, connecting it with the National Intelli-
gencer of thig city., 1 regret that he denounced that
paper as being on the side of despotism and against the
side of liberty in all the great contests of this coun
with foreign nations. I believe that there are as patri-
otic men in the North as in the South. I believe that in
the South there are as patriotic men as in the North. 1
am proud to believe that my whole country is filled with
sufficient intelligence and patriotism to guard and defend
all their rights, and to maintgin them whenever called
upon to do so. Jt*Is my pride to believe that we have
the most intelligent population in proportion to numbers
upon the face of the globe, demonstrating thereby to
foreign Governments the benefits of constitutional liber-
ty. We have brave, intelligent, and patriotic men all
aver our country, with intelligent and patriotic women,
adorned with heavenly beaaty and angelic virtues.
[Laughter and applause.] And, sir, I would not say a
word to prejudice any section of any great party in this
country, or to detract from the greatness, grandeur, or
gfosperity of our beloved and glorious Confederacy.

ir, we should stand up to the recommendations of the
Father of our Country and not denounce any great sco-
tion. Aund I heard with regret the other day the gentle-
man from North Carolina (Mr. CriNamax) reproaching
the National Intelligencer as taking the side of despotism
against the side of liberty. I quote from the late speech
of the gentleman from North Carolina, as published:

“The gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Sternexs,) I remem-
ber, commented upon the course of the National Intelligen-
cer. Now, I think that journal is a faithful exponcnt of the
Bany Lallude to. Its regard for this Missouri compromise

a8 been assumed only for the present occasion. I remem-
ber very well that during the struggle, up to 1830, that paper
pever came out for this Missouri line, although the Soulh
was bat ling for it for years; nor did it once assert our right
to ououp{ the Territory in common with the people of the
North, clear and indisputable ns that right was. Its whole
“’Elfht and influence wero covertly but adroitly thrown
against ug, and on the anti-slavery side. I never attributed
this course to any love of liberty on the part of the condue-
tors of thut paper. On the contrary, in cvery struggle be-
tween liberty and despotism, it takes the side of despotism ;
in every contest between the United States and any foreign
country it takes ground against the United States. - It would
be marvellous if our Government were, in fuct, always wrong
on every issue with aforeign nation. I presume, therefore, that
it is becuuse ours is the freest Government upon carth that
this journal always is found taking sides against it and for
our enemies.

When I heard his remarks, I could but recollect the
fa.v.:_tn, a3 recorded, that, during the last war with Great
Britain, the Dritish came to this Capitol and burnt it;
then they went to the President’s house and burnt that,
and then to the office of the National Intelligencer and
burnt that also. Was that because the National Intelli-
gencer was on the side of despotism and againet the side
of liberty? I say that, although I do not consider that
paper as the specinl organ of the Whig party—for I do
not know that they have any such organ—the Na-
tional Intelligencer is one of the ablest advoeates of Whig
principles in our country; snd the gentleman from
Georgia, (Mr. Sreengxs,) with nearly every Whig mem-
ber of this House, voted for Mr. Joseph Gales, one of its
editory, for our public printer, at the commencement of
our gession. Icts honored editors need no defence from
me, They can always defend themselves when necessary.
Dut I will say that for general intelligence, great ability,
patriotism, and decorum, the National Intelligencer might
well be regarded s o model for other newspapers and
many of the statesmen of our country. It will take care
of itself, and the Whig party will take care of itself.

But, sir, I believe this great question of the repeal of
the Missouri compromise is a measure of the present Ad-
ministration. And what are the objects proposed to be
gained by that Administration? Sir, if you will recur to
the records of the votes cast in the last Presidential elec-
tion you will find that there were in all about three
million votes cast, and that the present incumbent of the
Presidential chair was elected by about two hundred
thousand majority. With the exception of a few votes
cast for a third candidate, all the other votes were cast
for General Scott, showing that the msjority of the Ad-
ministration over the Whig party npon the popular vote
was comparatively very small. Now, sir, in my opinion,
the introduction of this proposition, as an Administration
measure, is one of the measures by which they attempt
to break down the Whig party of the country. Do you,
sir, does any man believe that, if General Scott had been
President, this attempt would have been made te break
down the compromise of 1820? No, sir; no sir. This
power, I repeat, is exerted, come from what quarter it
may, in my humble judgment, for the purpose in part of
breaking down the Whig party of the country ; a party
powerful still in numbers and talent, although it may be
feebly represented, numerically, upon this floor, and able
to wield a powerful influence upon the country.

Mr. Chairman, I trust we shall hear but r{itﬁe more
upon this subject in this House. I have, with great re-
luctance, occupied the time of the eommittee upon this
occasion, because, from the position I hold as a member
of the committee which reported this bill to the House,
upon which I have been placed by the Bpeaker, I felt it
due to myself to explain my own position in reference to
this measure.

Now, sir, I have desired to address gentlemen from the
South as well as the North, If I have said any thing in
the least degree offensive to any gentleman, I regret it;
for I have none but the kindest feelings towards every
member upon this floor; but, sir, I reiterate, that the
time will come when gentlemen who now advoeate the
repeal of the Missouri compromise will thank God that
there were some men in every section of the Union pa-
triotic enough to resist it.

Mr., SMITII, of Virginia.
to nsk him a question ?

Mr. TAYLOR. I have but a few minutes left, but I
will yield to the gentleman, asking him to be as brief as
possible.

Mr. SMITH. The gentleman from Ohio spoke of ‘the
object in bringing forward this measure being te break
down the Whig party. Now, I wanted to know—

Mr. TAYLOR. Well, sir, that is a matter in reference
to which 1 leave every man at liberty to draw his own
inference. Mr. Chairman, the ohject of the meeting of
this Congress, in my humble opinion, was to legislate for
the people, and not for the Government officials and ser-
vants only. We have n vast number of bills upon our
calendar. We have many bills which must be passed by
Congress in order to carry on the operations of the Gov-
ernment, and which, in my opinion, ought always to be
placed at the foot of the calendar, so that the legislation
necessary for the people must of necessity be acted upon
first. Dut, sir, here we are, making no progress in the
legitimate business of legislation, because this bill occu-
pies our time.  Sir, I wash my hands of all responsibility
in reference to this delay. I have been in my seat con-
stently since the beginning of the session, except a fow
days when I was detained on account of sickness, anxious
to promote the business of the country ; but this question,
sectional in its character, has diverted a large majority
of the members of the House from the proper business on
their hands, and paralyzed the business before Congress
for the present session, é

Now, Mr. Chairmnao, in this state of the case what
on[fht wetodo? Itiseaid thatin the multitude of coun.
sellors there is wisdom. The honorable gentleman from
Kentucky, (Mr. Presto,) in a speech upon this subject
the other day, expresded the opinion that the bill for or-

nizing Nebraska and Kansas would pase, and that the

lissouri compromise would be repealed. Bir, from the
observation I have made upon the subject I believe it will
never pass this House. I believe there is too much good
sense among the members of the House to break down a
compromise which has been in such beneficial operation
for thirty-four years. If you take this step I believe that
you will take one which every man of this committee will
regret. It will eultivate the agitation of this question
until it will come home to the door of every man. Iam

Will the gentleman allow me

\
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They would not do it in a private estate,
bold men who have stood on this floor and

compromises, such men as my honored friend from Loui-
slana, (Mr, Hunr,) who in ;{ol.d and manly speech gave
utterance to the sentiments of a patriot and statesman of
the essee, (Mr.

patriotism. Bir, when I stood in this
voted solitary and alone almost among my friends of the
Northwest for the fugitive slave law, and when I was de-
nounced therefor, I conceived at that time that I was car-
in, .an important principle of»the Constitution of
e United States, and my rt:intiu constituency gener-
ously sustained me. When I stood here and voted to set-
tle the Texas boundary and give that State $10,000,000 ;
when I stood here and voted to admit New Mesico when
lhoumuil.o be n State, tree or slave, as she chose, and
not to give her *squatter sovereignty,” s now contend-
ed for—not that she might her affuirs as a Ter-
ritory, but when she comes in as a State she is to adopt
slavery or not as she chooses—I say that when I stood
here and advocated and voted for these 1 did

it extending the right hand of fellowship as a national

Whig to my Bouthern friends, for whom, as well as those
of the North, I hope I shall not cherish other than the
kindest and most fraternal fe L

Do not break down the compromises made by the law
and Constitution. They are the very pillars on which
rest all your legislation. If you break down one you set
& precedent to break down another. You cultivate disaf-
fection; you stir up those who cannot exist except by
sectionsl agitation ; you strengthen the bands of those
who are against your own country ; because, in my hum-
ble judgment, Mr. Chairman, the Constitution of the
United States can never be upheld unless by observing
all its provisions, as well as the provisions of those wise
compromises which are almost equal in impprtance to the
Counstitution itself. Let us adhere to them; and when
the citizens of this r:g;?liu come to this Capitol in after
years—-ten, twenty, thirty, forty, 125, or even five huns
dred ya.‘t I trust that 1 go down to Mount
Yernon on s ‘pilgrimage of 0 and that, while
th:ly bave Washington’s Farewell Address in their hands,
and stand by his sacred tomb. they will thank God that
they are the countrymen of Washington and his compa~
triots who made them such a Government.

In a recent visit which I had occasion to make to Eu-
rope on account of my health I had the opportubity, as
8 citizen of the United States, to lock at the political in-
stitutions whieh I saw there. Let others admireand up-
hold military despotisms, absolute or limited monarchies,
a8 they may, and whilst I with truth say I did not go
there to underrate or overrate the artificial distinctions
which I saw among men, [ came back more and more re-
joiced thay I was born in o land of freedom, of free
speech, with a free press and free Government, and where
every man is, in some degree, a sovercign; where every
man may enjoy his oconstitutional and absolute rights of
personal liberty, as secured by our constitution, freedom
of speech and security of person and of property, and
none dare make him afraid. I rejoiced that I was a coun-
tryman of Washington. And though I highly esteem and
gratefully remember the courtesies extended to me abroad,
and am ready to extend the hand of friendship and hos-
pitality to the foreigners who come to this land for plea-
sure, residence, or legitimate business, I say that this
country, under the Constitution, by adherence to the wise
legislation of our revolutionary fathers, by standing by
the compromise which they made and upheld, is destined
to be the greatest, as it is the freest, the most prosper-
ous, and happy on the face of the globe, und of which we
may well be proud as citizens of the United States of
America. I thank the committee for its attention.

TraveLLING Faciurrigs.—There ore five daily trains
(Sundays excepted) now moving between Philadelphia
and Baltimore, which will no doubt be found a great con-
venience to travellers. By the present arrangements a
person leaving Philadelphia in the morning can, after
spending four or five hours in Baltimore, return to that

ty by bed time. So, also, a person leaving Baltimore
in the morning train can transict business for about two
hours and a half in Philadelphia, and return to Baltimore
early in the evening. * The time between the cities is ge-
nerally less than four hours, but will be reduced when
the bridge over the Susquehanna is completed. —American.

A large devil fish was taken on Friday off Sullivan’s
Island, near Charleston. He measuréd seventeen feet
acroes. He was sporting near Bullivan's Island, gnd be-
came entangled in the hawser of a schooner lying there.

The Legislature of Rhode Island adjourned on Batur-
day, after a session of a week. The liquor law was so
amended as to authorize the arrest, confinement,’and fine
of any person found drunk in any of the towns of the
State; but if such intoxicated person shall disclose the
name of the persua who furnished the liqnor with which
he got drunk, and+hall give evidence against said person,
he may be discharg:d from imprisonment; and persons
furniching intoxicating liquors, giving or selling, are lia-
ble to prosecution.

Mai Ropser Anmesigp.—We léarn from the Illinois
Register that on the 8th isstant Jobn Lewis, postmaster
at Waynesville, Dewitt comaty, Illinois, was arrested on
o charge of secreting and emvezzling o letter containing
sixty dollars. He was examined and committed for trial.

Erevex Men CARRIED oVER A CataracT.—We imagine
that our readers have heard of the narrow escape of
cleven raftsmen a few days ago who passed over the
Chats rapids in a fog with several ciibs of timber. It
appears that they were directing the cribs towards the
head of the Victorin slide, but, owing w0 the dense fog,
passed into the old timber channel, and xo over the falls.
Three of the men saved themselves before the cribs en-
tered the broken water, one of them by making a leap
into o cedar tree which overhung the channel, the other
eight elinging to the cribs, which were broken up into sin-
gle sticks, but most providentially no life was lost, a
truly miraculous’ circumstance when we kuww the cha-
racter of the catarsct over which they were presipitated.
Two of the men who first got to shore, not knowing whe-
ther their comrades had escaped or not, went to the glide
master and begged the loan of a punt to go in searth of
them, and our readers will hardly believe that this inhy-
man and churlish official nctually refused to lend it.

[Ottawa (Lower Canada) Times.

CyrispricAL.—On Friday afternoon E. K. Collins, Capt.
Nye of the Pacifis, Col. Borden, Horatio Allen, Thomas
B. Stillman, and others, in all twenty-two persons, sat
down to a lunch, upon temperance principles, inside of the
gigantic cylinder of the steambont Metropolis, now bein
finished at the docks of the Novelty Works for the Psﬁ
River Line. This enormous cylinder is 104 inches im di-
ameter, working with 12 feet stroke. It is thirteen feet
and eight inches in length, and 34,099 pounds in weight.
A horse nnd carriage passed through the cylinder several
times without difficulty, and it looked large enough for an
omnibus to pass through. After the dinner was over 101
men stood in the cylinder without difficulty, and it could
have held several more.—New York Mirror.

“ Suernrrp of Tue VaLuey.”—The publication at 8t.
Louis ot this weekly paper bas been euspended. The
publisher in his valedictory says it did not pay. He was
losing money, and hence was compelled to suspend its
publication. The Shepherd was an organ of the Catholic
faith, and we notice its discontinuance because it had obe
tained some notoriety through the Congressional debates
for the boldness with which it enunciated its views in re-
gard to'religious tolernnce.

We have a great deal of faith in tough newspaper storiee,
especially if they are “fish stories,” but we cannot swallow
the following: “A canal boat, loaded in part with 1,100
bushels of peas, was sunk in the Hudson, opposite Albany,
Inst week, The swelling of the peas burst open the side of
the baat."—Naw Haven Journal,

‘We do not think the above statement at all improba-
ble ; for it is well known that a large quantity of grain
stowed in bulk on board the ship * Great Repablic” was
at the time of her destruction by fire so moistened by the
water thrown on to save the ship as to spring part of her
deck, almost clear from the knees, by the expansion of the
wheat.—=Journal of Commerce,

Tan MiEvagy uar M. Twosniey Mapg,~Twombley had deank but
six glnsses of hrandy nnd water, when, being o man of diservtion, he
roLurned home at the seasonabie hour of 1 A. M., and went l‘)hl'l’ 10
bed.  Mrs Thomas Twombley wis ton well aee i to the g
and golngs of sabl Thonas 10 be mueh disturbed by the trifling nolse
he made on retiviug, bt when she discoversl that lio had his boots
ij’:lphu requested bim to remove them, or keep his feet out of the

L Hly dear,” eald Mr. Twombloy, in an apologetic tone, * skuse me!
How I camne to forget my boots I can't concoive, for 1'm just as sober
as ever | was in my Iife,”

Mr. Twombley sat on the side of the bed and made an effort to pull
off his right boot. The sitempt was successtul, though it hrwg;:
ki to the tloor, On regaining his feet My, Twombley thought
snw the door open.  As he was sure he shut the door on in,
wanr astonished ; and, dark s+ it was inl the room, ho could'nt
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